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1mrhen Moses and the Children of Israel chose to sing this song to HASHEM, and they
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The Song by the Sea. In the Torah’s definition, a “song”
is a profound and unusual spiritual phenomenon; according

said the following:

I shall sing to HASHEM for He is exalted above the arrogant, having hurled horse with its rider

into the sea.

2 The might and vengeance of God was salvation for me. This is my God and [ will build Him

a Sanctuary; the God of my father and | will exalt Him.
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Similarly, Moses said before the Holy One, blessed is He, “I
know that I sinned before You with the word ther,” mxaw
7 i3 D DX N2 18R — as it is stated that when Pharaoh
increased the Israelites’ workload in response to Moses’ message
in God’s Name, Moses said before God, “From then that I came
to Pharaoh to speak in Your Name, he did evil to this people, but
You did not rescue Your people” (above, 5:23).  inix nyav mm
o1 — Moses continued, “And now, behold! You have drowned
[Pharaoh] in the Sea. 1”2 n2awn 1K 72% — Therefore, I
now praise You with the word ¢hen ™ =i 187 2127 KR RT3
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45 “nyn — This is the import of that which is written in our verse,

Then Moses and the Children of Israel chose to sing.™"
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—— to Mechilta 15:1, there were only ten songs from the begin-
ning of Creation to the end of the Scriptural period. Even the
sublime “poetry” of David and Isaiah, as well as that of the
other prophets, is not among the ten songs. What then con-
stitutes the Torah's concept of song?

~SInthe normal course of events, we fail to perceive the hand
of God at work, and we often wonder how most of the daily,
seemingly unrelated phenomena surrounding us could be
part of a Divine, coherent plan. We see suffering and evil,
and we wonder how they can be the handiwork of a Merciful
God. Rarely, however — very rarely — there is a flash of
insight that makes people realize how all the pieces of the
puzzle fall into place. At such times, we can understand how
every note, instrument, and participant in God's symphony
of Creation plays its role. The result is song, for the Torah's
concept of song is the condition in which all the apparently
nrelated and contradictory phenomena do indeed meld

“Vinto a coherent, merciful, comprehensible whole.
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The Midrash cites a verse and relates it to our passage. However,

it first presents another interpretation of that verse:

297 M0 877 — Thus it is written,  Fpap nixab 2% gy
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— ThenI tumed myself to see wisdom and madness and folly,
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for what can man who comes after the king do? It has already
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been done (Ecclesiastes 2:12). by nvbw Sy =y mm prosn
myhn — This verse is stated regarding Solomon and Moses.!!
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1yp by by — How does this verse apply to Solomon?  1naw b
nyyn X nym npy myn 73 1 b e s e witpn —

When the Holy One, blessed is He, gave the Torah to Israel,

The Mldrash now relates the verse in Ecclesiastes to Moses
i by Ky 1y — How is this verse to be understood as stated
regarding Moses? Ny nynb N1 mna witpn yriin nanw wb
7% nye onik My — For the Holy One, blessed is He, had
already informed Moses that Pharach would not allow [the
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Israelites] to go out of Egypt,  nanx 1m XY 1 myT uxy anw
wionb or1yn 1bn — as [Scripture] states, I know that the king
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of Egypt will not allow you to go, except through a strong hand
(above, 3:19), =% nK PR w8 — and smnlarly, But I shall

strengthen his heart and he will not send out the pecple
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4:20).5  nymaagn g my 85 wm — But Moses did not heed
this matter.  x¥1 7113 wWipn Sy inpm by oannnb xa xbx —
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Rather, he sought to apply his wisdom to the decree of the
~./ Holy One, blessed is He,””  ny% nnyag mmb 117 =mix Snnm
“m — and he started to say, My Lord, why have You done
evil to this people (above, 5:22), =gy p Wb b bnnn
noynb — that is, [Moses] started to present arguments before
[God] regarding Israel’s plight, as is written above in 5 §22.%
Y Sy nymy s iR s M Yy — And it is regarding
this incident that [the verse] states that the wisdom and
_.knowledge of Moses i1 mb3p) nibbin YW — were nothing_
other than madness and folly. w7 N NiM o e )
) — As the verse in Ecclesiastes continues for what can man who |
| comes after the king do? — 5w v w8 N 15 M e \
\. N 912 witen — meaning, for what reason did [Moses] ques/
tion the charactenstlcs of the Holy One, blessed is He, nx
WMWY "33 WK — it has already been done — ' N33w
% — meaning, regarding that which [God] had already revealed
tohim, 125 ny pmb Ny xmw — ie., that He will strengthen
[Pharaoh’s] heart. 171 nitvyb maya — The purpose of which
was in order that He may exact retribution from [Pharaoh],
YR riaya Ry WK non — due to his having enslaved [the
Israelites] at extremely hard labor.?®
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(A From Grief to Gratitude: A Penitential Song How did the word “then”
help rectify Moses' error? The Dubno Maggid (Kol Yaakov, end of Esther)
explains that Moses had erred in viewing his first mission’s failure as a
negative development. Distraught over the increased persecution that
his efforts had caused, he had questioned God's decision to send him
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| to Pharaoh. In reality, however, the setback was necessary for the com- TNy Yy
ing redemption, since barely half of the exile’s 400-year duration had | " AR st
[ passed. By severelyintensifying the Jews’ suffering, God condensed the , P2y 0N YN DY NN DY NV NI IIRY |
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remaining years of servitude intoa far-shorter period so that the nation
i could be rescued before their spiritual deterioration disqualified them}
N forever. God alluded to this rationale in His response to Moses’ com-
plaint (above, 6:1): “Now you will see what | shall do to Pharaoh.” Only
now that the Jews’ plight had worsened would it be possible to ensure
that with a strong hand [Pharaoh] will drive them from his land. [See
Insight above, 15 §1, “Calculating the End."]
«Not until the culmination of the Exodus at the Sea of Reeds was
Moses able to look back and see how mistaken he had been. With a
new appreciation of Divine Providence, He not only realized that God'’s
method is to heal with that which he wounds, but he also understood
why: Because any wound that He inflicts is intended solely to bring
\ about a cure.
Exhilarated by this revelation, as well as by the day’s events, Moses
became filled with the impulse to break out in song to God — not
only for the joyous here and now, but also for what happened then, at

= Israel’s darkest hour.
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The word az represents the concept that Hashem’s ‘calculations -
and plans are above and beyond man’s_perceptions. Hashem
looks at the past and future when charting a course of action,\i
while man can only Jook at the past and his rough estimations/
or projections regarding the future. Hashem initially spoke 1
Avraham of four hundred years of Egyptian slavery at the bris
bein habesarim (covenant between the parts), but this had to be
shortened since the Jews fell to the penultimate level of impurity
(Bereishis 15:13). They had to be taken out of Egypt early in order
to survive spiritually! Therefore, Hashem allowed the Egyptians
to enslave the Jewish People so harshly that the equivalent of four
Wmmwss time.”
\lg
When Moshe was sent to redeem the Jewish People, he assumed
_ that redemption would come via usual means: that Pharaoh
“¥ would be cowed into letting the > people go there and then. He was
thus shocked that his initial demand was rebuffed by Pharaoh,
and, instead, the Jews were now compelled to work even harder.
Moshe turned to Hashem and asked Him why He had done this.
His questioning involved the key word az. But, in truth, Hashiem —
had not harmed the people at all. On the contrary, He had set in
t by making the slavery
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motion their early redemption from E
harder, and thereby condensing four hundred years into much less
time. Moshe learned this lesson, and when it came up again, it was
prominent in his mind. This was at the sea. _
MWhen the Jewish People left Egypt. they did not expect to
be stuck between the sea and the advancing Egyptian army.
They complained to Moshe, essentially asking, “What kind of
”redemption is this?!” E‘E_MS’_@SPQE_ knew better than to view !

BBesthiishecimiBocic

_Hashem’s plan through limited human perception. He waited for
the redemption to come, and, indeed, the sea split! When escape

through the dry seabed was completed, he and the Jewish People
sang a Shirah of praise to Hashem.
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Q Conceptually, the Shirah rectified Moshe’s error in questioning

_Hashem. Moshe had learned and applied the lesson that Hashem’s

plans are far deeper and more encompassing than human vision.

But where exactly does the word az fit into this?

':‘/'Ihe Maharal explains that the word az refers to a time that is

indivisible.® The word az refers to the minuscule moment of time

known as the present, which is a thin meeting point between the
past and the future. In a second, the present becomes the past,

and two seconds before that, it was the future. In essence, the
word az refers to that which is above time. Given that Moshe’s

initial mistake was his failure to éppreciate that Hashem's plans

transcend the normal scope of time (in this case, Hashem’s taking
into account our future Exodus), az was the operative word. And
this was rectified with the az of the Shirah.

Our mission has not changed a lot over the last 3,300 years. We
are to cling to our belief in the Final Redemption even if it does not
readily appear to be on its way. Much like the Jews stranded at the
sea, our test is to hold strong to our faith.

9

BEIS HALEVI
done evil to this people...” [Shemos 5:23]. Therefore,

with ‘that time’ I recite song.”
Shemos Rabbah 23:5

How did Moshe rectify his sin simply by repeating a phrase
e had once misused?
There are two types of gratitude that one can express to
Hashem following deliverance from suffering: .
Usually, one is just grateful to have been rescued and
praises Hashem for that. He feels no more joy at being
rescued than he would if he had never been in distress to
e begin with. His suffering itself is no cause for thanksgiving.
But when Moshe and the Jewish people rejoiced at the
Red Sea, they were celebrating something else. More than
their salvation, they were rejoicing at having been the in-
strument of Hashem’s glorification. As they sang, “I will sing
_ to Hashem, for He is exalted...” (Shemos 15:1). They cele—)
y brated their bondage as much as their rescue, for had thg>
ews never been enslaved, there could have i /
deliverance by Hashem.
This is what Moshe meant by sinning with “that time.”
At first he complained about the severity of the enslave-
ment. But in the end, “with ‘that time’ [ recite song.” Ulti-
mately, he sang praises over the very bondage he had bemoaned,
just as he sang about the redemption.
This idea sheds light upon the verse ‘I praise You for You
.have afflicted me and been a salvation to me” (Tehillim
118:21). ] give thanks to You even for my affliction, for it
prompted Your salvation, through which I became a vehicle for
the sanctification of Your name throughout the world. There-
fqre, I praise you for both my affliction and my salvation.
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Building on these thoughts, R’ Gedaliah Schorr (Ohr Gedalyahu,
Shevi'i shel Pesach, Likkutim) finds new meaning in the next passage
of our Midrash (below, §4). There the Sages say that before Israel’s
salvation at the Sea of Reeds, no one had ever uttered a shirah, a song
of praise to God. The commentators have trouble with this assertion,
since we do find earlier instances of shirah, such as when Adam com-
posed the Song for the Day of Sabbath. But according to what we have
seen, the primary goal of singing God'’s praises is to call attention to the
‘gvidence of His greatness in all of creation, even in that which appears
to be evil. In this respect, the previous attempts at shirah had fallen
short, for while they had praised God for this or that salvation from_

_evil, they had never expressed gratitude for — or highlighted the Divine
kindness in — the evil itself. For a shirah of that caliber, the world had

) %to > wait for the Song by the Sea, when Israel recognized, with the small
but significant word t, then, that God’s benevolence is manifest even
in the adversities of life. £ 5 2 I )

Aside from drawing the mind back and connecting the shirah to the

. Jews’ servitude in Egypt, the word t teaches this lesson from another
angle as well. In an original and fascinating essay, R’ Yitzchak Hutner
(Maamrei Pachad Yitzchak, Pesach §53) notes that some commentators,
including Ibn Izra, see the word t as having the grammatical capacity
to turn around a future-tense word and give it a past-tense meaning.

" That is why, in their view, the phrase nyin ¥ ¢ means Then Moses
sang (or chose to sing), even though the word ¥ in other contexts
would properly mean will sing, in the future tense.

In this light, R’ Hutner presents the Vilna Gaon’s profound analysis of
this unpretentious word. Composed of two letters with the numerical
value of one () and seven (1), the word ¢ bears a message about the
process of Creation. Although spread out over seven days, the process
was a unified one: the first and all subsequent days lead to the final,
Sabbath day, which represents the goal of Creation. As aresult, it can be
said that the seventh day was already present on the first day, foranyone
who undertakes a project has the final goal in mind before he starts
his work: NN MU NP 91, what is last in deed is first in thought.

, Thus, the word W indicates a rearward orientation, one that recognizes
the germ of current and future developments in the events of the past.

Our Midrash, therefore, says that Moses sinned with the word W,
and then repented with the same. When Pharaoh responded to God's
opening message by issuing even harsher decrees, Moses did not see
the traces of the “final deed” in these early developments; he failed to
realize that this turn of events was actually a prelude to, and contained
the seeds of, the redemption. In that sense, he sinned with the word vy
he even used the word in his complaint — From then () that | came
to Pharaoh — without appreciating its significance. But by the time the
Exodus had reached its climax at the Sea of Reeds, Moses had a clearer
perspective of what had taken place. He wa§55le to follow the trail of

rede???t_lon allthe way back fo the beginning of his mission and see it
iffe

¢ inadifferént light. Realizing that the happy ending was indeed rooted
in thenitial gloom, he launched into song with the word v, whereby he
paid tribute to the wonders of Divine Providence and rectified his sin.
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